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"Little did I think, while 
ional group of United Methodist Women about the 
ber. The years between Macomb, Illinois, and Denver, Colorado, where she will speak 


AFFIRMATION | wits. 
role. 3 On Lag ee 

in that Methodist Church back-IRRARMWLinois, twenty 

topic of homosexuality." So quipped Ginny Vida as she opened a panel presentation on 
during the October meeting of Affirmation, have been interwoven with experiences and 


INTRODUCING siting: Wiryy family 

years ago, that today I would be talking to a nat- 
gay stereotyping in the media at a Women's Division human rights seminar last Decem- 
interests qualifying her as an articulate and informed spokeswoman about the effects 


of gay liberation and homophobia on the lives of lesbians and gay men. 


Denver Oct. 6-8 


The fall national meeting of AFFIRMA- 
TION will be held in Denver, Colorado, 
an ERA ratifying state, on Friday, ‘Sat- 
urday and Sunday, October 6,7 & 8, 1978. 
The meeting place is The Shalom Communi- 


ty (hereinafter "Shalom") at [x 
a 


evening session beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
will feature Ginny Vida (see above) as 
keynote speaker, The meeting is schedul- 
ed to end by noon on Sunday, Co-coordin- 
ators Peggy Harmon and Michael Collins 
will conduct the business sessions. 
Registrar for the Denver meeting is 


Ronda Carlson, » Dal- 
las, Texas ./ Registration cost is 


$10 for the three day meeting or $2 for 
Friday evening only. A check or money 
order payable to AFFIRMATION should ac- 
company the registration form on page 4, 
Housing has three options: 1. Do your 
own thing, 2. free accomodations in 
homes, or 3. $8 per nite at Shalom where 
the limit is 12 people. Please check, 
Transportation aid will be coordinat-— 
ed by AFFIRMATION/Denver people. Arrival 
date, time, flight # and terminal should 
be clearly indicated on registration 
form, page 4. How about filling it out 
now, along with your registration check? 
SEE YOU IN DENVER = — SHALOM, 
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her responsibilities 
as media director for the National Gay 
Task Force and editor of the monthly 
newsletter, It's Time, Ginny has recent-— 
ly completed the task of compiling and 
editing a lesbian resource book, Our 
Right to Love (Prentice-Hall Inc.,1978). 
This anthology presents for the first 
time a variety of lesbian cultural imag- 
es in which many women have gone on re- 
cord by signing their names to articles 
and allowing their pictures to be used , 
expressing their strong sense of pride 
in their lesbian identities. Her editing 
experience provoked her to write in the 
introduction that “the benefits of the 
lesbian life style constitute one of the 
biggest secrets ever kept under Wraps in 
the patriarchal culture." 

Describing herself as a _ political 
activist, Ginny earned her credentials 
chairing Lesbian Feminist Liberation in 
New York City in the early ‘70s. More 
recently she regularly schedules speak- 
ing engagements with gay audiences’ such 
as the Dorians, an organization of gay 
professionals in Seattle, Washington, a8 
well as mixed groups. For example, in 
August she debated a man representing 
"Citizens for Decency" on a local public 
television broadcast in Rochester, New 
York. (If debate by its very nature is 
characterized with the presentation of a 
thesis and antithesis, you will recog- 
nize where that left Ginny.) 

We look forward to this opportunity 
for Affirmation members and the Denver 
public to share her wealth of informa- 
tion and experience, her personable 
style of communicating, and her warm 
sense of humor in relating to up-tight 
folks on all sides, 


In addition to 
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LEADER SHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
----RESPONSE AND COMMITMENT 

Chairing AFFIPMATION's committee on 
nominations spring 1978 has given oppor- 
tunity to hear what expectations members 
have of their leaders and of themselves. 
Three kinds of expectations surfaced; 
enabling (1-6 below),assertive (7-9),and 
representative (10-12). 

The enabling expectations may be more 
clearly stated: 1- to listen to, be sen- 
sitive to,help understand and appreciate 
and rise above the diversities into re- 
ceiving the contributions of all and let- 
ting the implications strengthen our life 
together. 2- to communicate with each 
other -- individually and among area 
groups, gathered and scattered. 3- to 
bring forth our resources as persons and 
as a community in support of our purpos- 
es, commitments and efforts. 4- to dia- 
logue with points of power and decision- 
making in the denomination that persons 
May be accurately and experientally in- 
formed and respected. 5—- to strengthen 
ties with other religious and secular 
groups with whom we have common concerns 
and commitments. 6— to cope with our own 
internal struggles with power so that we 
may be a liberating and empowering force 
in the church and in the world. 

The assertive expectations may be 
portrayed as follows: 7- to give sensi- 
tive and intentional direction to the 
life and actions of AFFIRMATION, 8-=-to be 
visibly and appropriately identifiable 
within denominational structures and 
Processes, and 9- to draw respectfully 
the members into intentional and mean- 
ingful support. 

Also important are the representative 
expectations, especially #10. 10- the 
presence of both lesbians and gay men. 
ll-sensitivity to, encouragement of, and 
appreciation for the support and involve- 
ment of concerned persons, non-lesbian 
and non-gay, and 12-geographical identi- 
ties if possible. 

In these expectations are clues to 
the kinds of responses members are ask-= 
ing of both their leaders and of them- 
selves, Our intentions, commitments and 
actions must be complimentary, for lead-= 
ship and membership are inseparable as- 
pects of group life and action. They are 
components of relationship and responsi-= 
bility which come together through per- 
sons in interaction and decision-making. 


Glory forever. 


3 DEVOTIONAL GUIDE 
Pema er = by Bruce We Bitund 
"If the LORD does not build the house. 
the work of the builders is useless." 
(Psalm 127:1) 
These devotional aids are offered as 
a means by which we can collectively, 
once a week or daily, attend to the in- 
struction of our God as it relates to 
our personal life in Christ and to our 
involvement with others. To God be the 
Amen. 
September 17-23--II Cor. 5:17-6:2 
September 24-30--Colossians 3:9-16 


October 1-7--------- Hebrews 13:1-6 
October 8-]14-~------ Hebrews 11:1,6 
October 15-21---~--~-- James 1:17-27 
October 22-28--~--- Matthew 25:14-30 
Oct. 29-Nov. 4------- Isaiah 55:1-7 
November 5-11------- Philemon 1:1-6 
November 12-18----- Ezekiel 37:1-14 
November 19~25----- Matthew 7:24-29 
Nov. 26-Dec, 2—------- Mark 13:33-37 
December 3-9--~--~----- Luke 1:26-35 
December 10-16----- Isaiah 62:10-12 
December 17-23------- Psalm 31:1-24 
December 24-30------ Isaiah 9:2,6-7 
Dec. 31-Jan, 6------- I John 4:7-17 

Isaiah 42:1-9 
January 7-13---------- Psalm 67:1-7 

Zech. 2:10-13 
January 14-20-~------ Psalm 24:1-10 


M.DIV FOR GAY STUDENT 

----the Christian Century 8/30,9/6/78 

Lexington Theological Seminary of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
has been ordered to award a master of 
divinity degree to a homosexual student 
who completed requirements for it in 
1976, Cireuit Court Judge Charles Tack- 
ett ruled that David Vance, who had fil- 
ed a suit charging breach of contract by 
the seminary, is entitled to the degree. 

The judge suggested that if the sem- 
inary intends to deny degrees to homo- 
sexuals, adulterers, agnostics, thieves 
or others, it should say so in its cata- 
logue with sufficient clarity. He deemed 
as inadequate for this purpose state- 
ments in the catalogue that indicated, 
for example, that graduates should'dis- 
play traits of character and personality 
which indicate probable effectiveness in 
the Christian ministry." The seminary 
should “let students know what is ex- 
pected or what will result in a denial 
of a degree or admission."”.... 
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UM You ng Adult Team ie Paper Prepared for the Inter- 

= = gency Young Adult Team of the 

I ears Af f Irmation United Methodist Church" over the 

names of AFFIRMATION co-coordin- 

ators,Michael Collins and Peggy Harmon,was delivered last June. Excerpts follow from 
the full paper which will be available at the AFFIRMATION meeting in Denver. 

“Ministries with and to homosexual persons began to be officially and openly 

talked about with the preparations of the Social Principles statement which was a- 

dopted at the 1972 General Conference in Atlanta where the debate focused upon 

whether or not to acknowledge the existence of homosexual persons as equal particip- 
ants in God's community/creation, This debate affirmed the need for United Metho- 
dists to work for the civil rights of lesbian women and gay men, while at the same 
time it condemned homosexuality as being incompatible with Christian teaching....The 

1976 General Conference took actions, among others, which prohibit the use of gen- 

eral church funds for the advocacy of homosexuality or for any group advocating the 

acceptance of homosexuals in our setiety. (Dise.para.906.13)...As we move toward the 

1980 General Conference, the issue seems to be focusing upon whether or not the pre- 

sence of self-affirming lesbian women and gay men is to be at all tolerated in the 

United Methodist Church. 

Ee FR A Why support the ERA? The "The ''gay" issue" cannot be isolated, 
Equal Rights Amendment but rather needs to be understood in re- 
states simply that equality lationship toy other political events 

of rights under the law shall not be that are shaping the direction of our 

abridged or denied on account of sex. It S0Ctety- The repeal of a part of the 
provides a systematic approach to equal Civil rights laws in Dade County,FL; St. 
rights and responsibilities for both men Paul, MN;Wichita, KS; and Eugene,OR _de- 
and women. The United Methodist State- mons EEared how fragile ane ele oval 
ment of Social Principles supports rati- Tights of any minority in the United 
fication of the ERA, Paul said: "There States. Our concern 8 increased when ee 
is neither Jew nor Greek,there is neith- cengicey Ehese aortors aloneside ceo 
er slave nor free, there is neither male sions being made in our society which 
nor female; for you are all one in are also contrary to the social princip= 

Christ Jesus.’ GGalatians 3°28 RSV) les of the United Methodist Church. secee 

Without an extension of time within The book of Genesis, abla tveral te> 
which to ratify the ERA, it will expire vel, tells the story of Lot's being visi- 
in March 1979, The U.S. House of Repre- rey BwO meas Sue oue Gf Gods Whew Mthe 
sentatives has voted to extend the time @ngels arrived in Sodom, theymen {oF the 
within which to ratify to May 1982. The city demanded that Lot turn over to them 

U.S. Senate will vote on extending the his guests, the strangers, oe oS 

ratification time in September. pleasure. The story tells us OE eine 

Please support the ERA by (1) writing inhospitality and cruelty of the men of 
to your senator, and (2) supporting eco- Sodom so angered God that ‘the entire 
nomic action in favor of states that Community was shortly thereafter dea 
have ratified. troyed. Today in the United Methodist 

Church, a vocal segment’s inhospitality 
toward lesbian women and gay men is ex- 
perienced by us as being at least paral-— 
lel if not the same, as that of the peo- 
ple of Sodom. As the ‘strangers’ we call 
upon the church to be like Lot, turning 
to God, praying for time to find and to 
educate a remnant of good persons come 
mitted to justice, before our community, 
the United Methodist Church, is likewise 
destroyed by its own suspicions & fears, 


peCerVv ish 
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TREASURER Since the opening of the 
REPORTS AFFIRMATION checking account 

with a balance of $85.74 in 
the latter part of June, 1978, a total 
of $585 has been deposited. The follow- 
ing expenditures have been paid out: 
$322.69 for Kansas City meeting of AF- 
FIRMATION officers; $83.41 for June 
Newsletter; $10 charge for printing 
checks; $2 monthly service charge; and 
$90 for September Newsletter. A balance 
of $162.64 remains in the treasury. 


AFFIRMATION OFFICERS 
Co-coordinators for AFFIRMATION are: 
Peggy Harmon 


Dallas, Texas 
and 
Michael Collins 


New York, New York 
Annual dues of $10 (less if impossible) 
Payable to AFFIRMATION should be for- 
warded to one of the co-coordinators 
above. Dues cover a year's subscription 
to AFFIRMATION Newsletter, published 
four times a year. Changes of address 
should go to the Newsletter editor, 

Ed Egan 


Haverstraw, New York [xR 
Next Newsletter deadline is January 2, 
REPEAT 
NEWSLETTER-Next Deadline is January 2. 


SAGE is the acronym for Senior Action 


in a Gay Environment. Recently 
incorporated in New York State, SAGE 
draws its leadership from the helping 


professions: psychologists, social work- 


ers, psychiatrists. Address: SAGE, 


DATES for United Methodists to remem- 
ber include: 

--1979 Spring Annual Conferences 
delegates to 

--1980 April General Conference 
dianapolis, and to 

--1980 Summer Jurisdictional Conferences 
where bishops will be elected. 


elect 


in In- 


ADDRESSES of interest include: 


"We Are Everywhere, Inter- 
national’ at el tee 
Angeles, CA ; 


J. Alan Cobb, designing a loving 
community ,New Horizons, near San Diego, 


at , Mesa. 42 : 


Registration for Fall Meeting 
October 6-8, 1978 


Friday, 7:30 p.m. 


- Sunday noon 


Denver, Colorado 


Name 
Address 
Phone No. 


Do you need transportation from the Denver airport or bus station? 


Yes No 


If Yes: 
Flight No. 


Name of airline or bus 


line: 


Arrival time and date: 


Do you want to stay in someone's home? Yes No 


1g No: 
Yes 


Do you want to stay at the meeting place for.a small fee? 
No 


Do you plan to eat the Saturday noon meal at the meeting facility 


(no extra fee)? Yes 


No 


Please check the appropriate statement: 
$10 for whole meeting enclosed with this registration 
$2 for Friday night only (Ginny Vida, speaker) en- 
closed with this registration 
Make check or money order payable to Affirmation. 


Please send registration form and fee to: 


Ronda Carlson 


Dallas, Texas 


